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needed help.   Channa, lead me home again.   I have
seen enough/5

So they took their way back to the palace of
pleasure, and when the king heard what had passed
he set a still stronger guard upon the triple gate.

IV

Through many hours of contemplation it was
borne in upon the heart of Prince Siddartha that his
life within the palace of pleasure, guarded by the
lofty wall and shut in by the triple gate, was utterly
unworthy of him. He was at heart by no means
weary of his lovely home, its smiling gardens, its
palaces enriched with all that the greatest artists
could conceive and execute, its laughing, joyous
attendants and the tender love of his youthful bride.
These things filled him with joy for which there is no
expression, but the sorrows of the outer world called
him insistently, urged him to leave all that was
pleasant and ennervating, and to take a part in righting
wrongs and relieving the burden of the world. The
great decision was reached one night when all but
the prince were sunk in peaceful slumber. The
midnight sky sparkled with countless stars, and the
cool air fanned the flushed cheeks and brow of the
prince as he took his solemn vow of renunciation,
while Yasodhara slept.

" O summoning stars, I come ! O mournful earth !
For thee and thine I lay aside my youth,
My throne, my joys, my golden days, my nights,
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